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To

The All Chief Vigilance Officers

Sub: Ensuring attendance by private witnesses in Departmental Inquiries.

Sir,

It has been observed that in many cases warranting initiation of major penalty
proceedings, the main impediment is the distinct possibility that private witnesses, who
are required to provide crucial evidence, are likely to evade appearance before the Inquiry
Authority.

2. The provisions of Departmental Inquires (Enforcement of Attendance of
witnesses and Production of Documents) Act, 1972 can be taken recourse to in such
cases. This Act is applicable to all inquiry proceedings where lack of integrity is a charge
or part of a charge. The inquiry authority authorised under the Act is conferred with the
powers of a trial court to summon witnesses/documents and such summons shall be
served through a District Judge. The authorisation to summon under the Act can be
issued only by the Central Govt.  Therefore, wherever lack of integrity is a charge and
witnesses have to be compelled to attend, a proposal will have to be made to the Central
Govt. by the concerned inquiry authority for issue of a notification conferring the power
under the Act.

3. This may by resorted to when considered necessary.

4. This issues with the approval of the Commission.

           Yours faithfully,

 Sd/-
              (C.J. Mathew)
           Deputy Secretary


